A16: In both the mandatory reference implementation and the mandatory optimized implementation, submissions may use NTL Version 10.5.0 (http://www.shoup.net/ntl/download.html), GMP Version 6.1.2 (https://gmplib.org), and OpenSSL Version 1.10f (https://www.openssl.org/source). Submitters may assume that these libraries are installed on the reference platform and do not need to provide them along with their submissions.  
 If a submitter wishes to use a third-party open source library other than the ones specified above, they must send a request to NIST at pqc-comments@nist.gov  by September 1st, 2017, with the name of the library and a link to the primary website hosting it from which it may be downloaded. NIST will either approve or deny this request within 2 weeks of receiving it. Should a request be approved, it will be added to the above list of acceptable third-party open source libraries provided in this FAQ.
In short, they may be used, with the following caveats.
1. The library source code should be integrated into the submission package in a self-contained manner. This means that the submission packageAll submission packages using third-party open source code should contain build scripts which will allow for seamless “one-stop” building of the submitter’s original code and all dependenciessubmissions.
For example, on a Linux platform, it should require no more work to build the than running the standard
> ./configure [--options]
> make
> make install
succession of commands. In particular, the build process should not require the installation of any new libraries that are not contained in the submission packagebe able to find the versions of these libraries specified above that will be pre-installed on the reference platform.
Separate build scripts should be included for the reference Windows platform and reference Linux platform that work using the GCC Compiler Collection version 6.4.0 (or ports thereof) and related tools as well as any platform-specific commands required. 
In addition, Aas part of the written submission, the submitter shall describe in their own words the functionalities provided by any algorithms from third-party open-source libraries that are used in the implementations. 
1. The submitter is responsible for ensuring that they abide by all requirements of the license (if any) under which said library has been released.
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